Between 2001 and 2017, median household income rose 41 percent in Whatcom, which is far below the 73 percent rise in the cost

of meeting basic needs for a young family of three. The rise in health care and child care expenses are the largest increases.

Rise in median household income vs. rise in cost-of-basic needs for a young family of three
Whatcom County, 2001 to 2017
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Source: 2000 Decennial Census; 2012-2016 5-Year American Community Survey data; and 2017 Self-Sufficiency Standard, University of Washington Center for Women's Welfare



