In 2001, the median income in Whatcom covered basic needs for a young family of three with some left over, although there are significant

differences by race and ethnicity. In 2017, median income covered less of basic needs for a young family, suggesting income is not keeping
pace with cost-of-living. Today, the median income of most racial and ethnic groups are either barely meeting basic needs or falling far short.

Median household income as a share of cost to meet basic needs by race & ethnicity
Family of three (one adult + two children), Whatcom County, 2001 & 2017
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Source: 2000 Decennial Census; 2012-2016 5-year American Community Survey data; and 2017 Self-Sufficiency Standard, University of Washington Center for Women's Welfare



