The Housing Affordability Index (HAI) measures the ability of a middle income family to carry the mortgage payments on a median price home.

Affording a home in Whatcom has changed over time, but has consistently been hard for first-time buyers. And, while the decline in home
values during the recession made affording a home easier for a time, housing has gotten increasingly unaffordable over the last few years.
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Source: University of Washington Runstad Center for Real Estate Studies (2018) downloaded at http://realestate.washington.edu/research/wcrer/reports/



